the production phase. We are happy to say that we have received a single rebuttal letter from the 224 submissions. We truly believe that Area Editors and Referees made a consistent effort to increase the quality of the referee process by selecting only papers of scientific excellence in their area. The selected papers have a balance between the novelty of the methods and the significance of their contribution to the corresponding areas of biology, as well as being of general interest for the conference. After such a large evaluation effort it is difficult to imagine that the quality of the conference can be further improved by additional evaluation efforts. In our opinion the only way to produce this desired quality transition, would be to introduce a second round of evaluation, a topic that is being discussed for ISMB09.
The final acceptance rate was 17.1%, a ratio similar to previous year's (15.8% in 2007) . The corresponding authors of submitted papers came from 26 countries, 244 authors were from North America, 104 from Europe and Israel, 51 from Asia, 2 from South America and 5 from Australia.
We expect the conference to be a scientific success and a solid contribution to the role of ISCB and its contribution to Molecular Biology and Biomedicine.
We would like to thank the Area Chairs and reviewers for their effort, dedication and quality of their professional work; to Thomas Lengauer and Mario Albretch for sharing their invaluable experience in ISMB-ECCB07, Andrei Voronkov for technical support with the EasyChair system, the team at Oxford Journals for proof-setting the papers; the Conference Chairs, Burkhard Rost, Michal Linial , Jill Mesirov for their continuous support, and Steven Leard for helping us to deal with the all kind of issues.
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